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Alexandru Vulpe
( June 16, 1931 – February 9, 2016)

Alexandru Vulpe’s career as an archaeologist specialized in Romanian pre and proto-history spanned 
six decades and left an unsurpassed record of seminal works on both Bronze and Iron Age. 

Alexandru Vulpe was born on June 16, 1931, in Bucharest, and as a child and teenager developed 
a keen interest in archaeology and ancient history, as it was only to be expected, as he was the son of two 
reputed Romanian archaeologists: Radu and Ecaterina Vulpe. He began studying history at the University of 
Bucharest in 1950 and graduated in 1954, defending his thesis on Political Ideas in Early Stoicism.  In 1968, 
under the supervision of Ion Nestor, Alexandru Vulpe defended his PhD thesis The Hallstatt Necropolis of 
Ferigile. An archaeological monograph, at the University of Bucharest.

Most of his academic work took place at the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest, 
where he developed his archaeological career: a junior researcher in 1965, he was promoted senior researcher 
grade II in 1990 and senior researcher grade I in 1991. He was Head of the Prehistory Department between 
1991 and 2011 and the Director of the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology from 1999 until his death. 

He was Associate Professor at the University of Bucharest between 1990 and 1994 and Professor of 
Prehistory until his retirement in 2001.

He had a powerful influence on Romanian archaeology and history, an influence that manifested in 
many ways: by his excavations in nowadays reputed prehistoric sites, by his teaching at the university, by his 
own writings, by his works as editor and reviewer, by the friendships he established with the scholars of his 
own and the younger generations. His writings were very diverse: from prehistoric field reports, to general 
syntheses on Romanian ancient history. His works ranged from highly specific and original books and papers 
published in peer reviewed journals, to contributions to more popular periodicals. He wrote a vast amount of 
shorter notes and book reviews. Since 1999 he was Chief-Editor of Dacia, one of the most reputed archaeology 
journals in Romania. 

In 1976 he was appointed Corresponding-Member of the German Institute of Archaeology. At the 
time of his death he had been a member of the Romanian Academy for 20 years (Corresponding Member 
from 1996 to 2001 and full member since). The honorary degree of Doctor honoris causa was conferred upon 
him by the West University in Timişoara in 2007 and the same year he was elected Honorary Member of the 
Archaeology Institute in Iaşi.

He had countless friends, in Romania and abroad, some of whom he had known for a lifetime.
Those who knew Alexandru Vulpe will remember him for his broad outlook on life and his many 

interests, for the swiftness and sureness of his mind, for his receptivity to new ideas and methods in archaeology, 
for his incredible power of work even at an older age.

Adina Boroneanţ
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Journal Papers
Depozitul de la Tufa şi topoarele cu ceafa cilindrică, SCIV 11, 2, 1959, pp. 265-276.
Cimitir din prima epocă fierului la Ferigile (Vâlcea), MCA V, 1959, pp. 363-372.
Săpăturile de la Costeşti – Ferigile, MCA VII, 1959, pp. 237-249.
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Sălaşul hallstattian de la Novaci, MCA VIII, 1962, pp. 359-368.
Traci şi iliri la sfârşitul primei epoci a fierului în Oltenia, SCIV 13, 2, 1962, pp. 307-324.
Nackenscheibenäxte aus der Moldau, Dacia VII, 1963, pp. 511-516.
Cu privire la unele topoare de aramă şi bronz din Moldova, Arheologia Moldovei II-III, 1962–1964, pp. 127-141.
Ptolemy and the ancient Geography of Moldavia, Studii clasice 6, 1964, pp. 233-246.
Cu privire la cronologia topoarelor cu tăişuri crucişe, SCIV 15, 4, 1964, pp. 547-467.
Reprezentări umane pe bolurile getice cu decor în relief de la Popeşti, SCIV 16, 2, 1965, pp. 341-351.
Les phases de la civilisation de Tei à la lumière des fouilles de Novaci, Dacia VIII, 1964, pp. 319-330.
Zur mittleren Hallstattzeit in Rumänien (die Basarabi-Kultur), Dacia IX, 1965, pp. 105-132.
Gemeinsame Elemente der späthallstattzeitlichen Gruppen im Donaukarpatenraum, Actes du VIIe Congrès 
International des Sciences Prehistoriques et Protohistoriques, Praga, 1966 (1971), pp. 880-885.
Cu privire la sistemul cronologic al lui B. Hänsel pentru epoca mijlocie a bronzului, SCIV 22, 1971, 2, pp. 301-312.
Toporul de bronz cu două tăişuri de la Izvoarele, SCIV 22, 1971, 3, pp. 485-490.
Archäologische Forschungen und historische Betrachtungen über das 7. bis 5. Jh. im Donau-Karpatenraum, Memoria 
Antiquitatis 2, 1970 (1972), pp. 115-213. 
Începuturile metalurgiei aramei în România, SCIV 24, 1973, 2, pp. 217-239.
The Cultural Unity of the North-Thracian Tribes in the Balkan-Carpathian-Hallstatt, The Journal of Indo-
European Studies 2, 1974, 2, pp. 1-23.
Probleme actuale privind metalurgia aramei şi bronzului în epoca bronzului în România, Revista de istorie 27, 
1974, 2, pp. 243-255.
Einige Bemerkungen über die mittlere und die späte Bronzezeit im Norden Rumänien, Dacia, XIX, 1975, p. 69-77.
Nouveaux points de vue sur la civilisalion géto-dace: l ’apport de l ’archéologie Dacia XX, 1976, pp. 19-23.
La nécropole tumulaire gète de Popeşti, Thraco-Dacica 1976, pp. 193-217.
Problèmes actuels de la protohistoire thrace, Actes du IIe Symposium International de Thracologie, Bucharest, 
1976, pp. 215-222.
Zur Chronologie der Ferigile-Gruppe, Dacia NS 21, 1977, pp. 81-112.
Points de vue sur l ’histoire et la culture des Gèto-Daces avant Burebista, în „Actes du IIe Symposium International 
de Thracologie”, Rome, 1979, pp. 43-55.
Puncte de vedere privind istoria Daciei preromane, Revista de Istorie 32, 1979, 12, pp. 2261-2285.
Pe marginea unor noi descoperiri din bronzul timpuriu, SCIVA 34, 1983, pp. 71–75.
Der hallstattzeitliche Depotfund von Bistriţa, Jud. Vîlcea, Rumänien, Praehistorische Zeitschrift 58, 1, 1983, pp. 
127-140 (în colab. cu Gh. Petre).

Descoperirile hallstattiene din zona Aiudului, Thraco-Dacica 5, 1984, pp. 36-64.
Der Goldschatz von Rădeni, Jud. Neamţ, in der Westmoldau, Rumänien, Praehistorische Zeitschrift 60, l, 1985, 
pp. 47-69 (în colab. cu V. Mihăilescu-Bîrliba).

Zur Entstehung der geto-dakischen Zivilisation. Die Basarabi-Kultur, Dacia 30, 1986, pp. 49-91.
Limita de vest a Sciţiei lui Herodot, Studii Clasice XXIV, 1986, pp. 33-45.
Les plus anciens témoignages sur les Thraces du Nord (Point de vue historique et archéologique), Revue des etudes 
sud-est européennes 24, 1986, 4, pp. 333-343.
Despre unele aspecte ale spiritualităţii dacice, Thraco-Dacica 7, 1986, pp. 101-112.
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Despre cele mai vechi akinakai pe teritoriul României, Acta Musei Porolisensis 9, 1987, pp. 83-89.
Arta aurului la tracii nordici în concepţia lui Vasile Pârvan, Arheologia Moldovei 11, 1987, pp. 21-27.
Das vorrömtische Dakien. Ein geographisch-historisches überblick, Mitteilungen der Berliner Gesellschaft für 
Anthropologie und Urgeschichte 8, 1987, pp. 70-80.
Varia archaeologica (I), Thraco-Dacica 8, 1987, pp. 117-192. 
Varia archaeologica (II), Thraco-Dacica 9, 1988, pp. 207-219.
Zum Problem der latènezeitlichen Höhenanlagen in den Südkarpaten Slovenská Archeologia 36–1, 1988, pp. 241-250.
Neue Beiträge zur Chronologie und kulturellen Gliederung der Frühbronzezeit im unteren Donaugebiet, Starinar 
40–41, 1989–1990 (1991), pp. 105-112.
Die Westgrenze Skythiens bei Herodot, Pontica Thracica 4, 1991, pp. 177-196. 
Stand und Aufgaben der Urnenfelderforschung im Karpatenraum, Beiträge zur Urnenfelderzeit nördlich und südlich 
der Alpen, Monographien des Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums 35, Mainz, 1995, pp. 389-397.
Tezaurul de la Perşinari. O noua prezentare, Cultură şi Civilizaţie la Dunărea de Jos 15, 1997, pp. 265-301.
Zu Trogus. Prol. XXXII. Ein archäologischer Beitrag, în vol. Les Portes de Fer à la deuxième moitié du premier 
millenaire av. J.Chr. jusqu’aux guerres daciques, Beograd, 1999, pp. 15-17.
Ältere Eisenzeit und Späthallstattzeit, în vol. Thraker und Kelten Beiderseits der Karpaten, Hochdorf/Enz., 2000, pp. 42-51.
The Aegean-Anatolian and South-Eastern Europe in the Light of a Revision of the Bronze Age Chronology, în vol. 
C. Kacsó (ed.), Der Nordkarpatische Raum in der Bronzezeit, Symposium Baia Mare, 7.-10. Oktober 1998, Baia 
Mare, 2001, pp. 9-21.
Reflecţii despre problema geto-dacică, în Scripta Prehistorica Miscellanea in Honorem M. Petrescu-Dîmboviţa, Iaşi, 
2005, pp. 563-578.
50 Years of Archeological Researches in the pre- and protohistorical site at Popeşti, Dacia, NS 58-59, 2004-2005.
Rubobostes. Ein dakischer König im 2. Jh. V. Chr.? (zu Trogus, Prol. XXXII), Dacia NS 51, 2007, pp. 227-232.
Zu den Grabsitten der älteren Hallstattzeit in Rumänien, în vol. Durch die Zeiten. Festschrift für A. Jockenhövel zum 
65. Geburtstag, Rahden/Westf., 2008, pp. 269-275.
Herodot şi religia geţilor, în A. Zanoci, T. Arnăut, M. Băţ (ed.), Omagiu I. T. Niculiţă, Chişinău, 2009, pp. 117-127.
Herodotus and the Scythian problem in Romania, Dacia N.S. 56, 2012, pp. 47-75.
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