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Abstract: The two mansions of Izvoru de Sus village, known as the “large castle”and the “small castle”, are parts of the former
manor that is likely to have been established in mid-17th century. The domain of Izvoru was initially owned by Stirbei family, who
founded “Saint Nicholas” Church, as the manor chapel that subsequently became parish church. Close to the church, the boyars built a
house too, the cellars of which can still be seen today under the “small castle”. In the 19th century, the property passed into the posses-
sion of Perticari family who set up the “big castle” and restored the old house which became the “small castle”. Nowadays, the “castles”
of Izvoru de Sus have been falling in ruins with every passing day and nobody can or wants to deter this process. Some parts thereof,
like the floors of the “big castle”, are widely destroyed. The moral deterioration that both mansions have been undergoing since 1947
is enhanced by the physical deterioration started 33 years ago. The present-day situation of these buildings is not only the consequence
of the 1977 earthquake. On the contrary, de-allocation, lack of maintenance, and robbery are the crucial causes of the deplorable state
of these heritage objectives.

Rezumat: Cele doud conace din satul Izvoru de Sus, numite de citre siteni ,castelul mare” si ,castelul mic”, fac parte din
ansamblul curtii boieresti constituite aici la mijlocul secolului al XVII-lea. Domeniul satului Izvoru a apartinut initial familiel Stirbet,
familie care a fondat biserica yotantul Nicolae”, cu rol de capeld familiald, deveniti cu tlmpul b1ser1ca parohiali. in apropierea bisericii,
aceeasi familie a construit conacul, ale cirui pivnite constituie astdzi subsolul ,castelului mic”. La inceputul secolului al XIX-lea, do-
meniul ajunge in proprietatea familiei Perticari care restaureazi biserica, inaltd ,castelul mare” si reconstruieste — din ruini — ,castelul
mic”. In prezent, cele doui ,castele” din Izvoru de Sus se afld intr-o stare avansati de degradare, firi ca cineva si poatd sau si vrea
si impiedice acest lucru. Anumite portiuni ale celor doud constructii, cum ar fi planseele ,castelul mare” sunt in mare parte distruse.
Procesul de degradare morali a conacelor — proces inceput in anul 1947 — este agravat si de cel de degradare fizici, inceput in urmi
cu 33 de ani. Stadiul in care se afld astizi aceste constructii nu este, insi, doar o consecinti a seismului din 1977; dezafectarea, lipsa
de intretinere, jaful sunt principalii factori ai stirii in care se afld aceste obiecte de patrimoniu. Linistea in care odinioari aici se scriau
capodopere ale teatrului romanesc, voiosia cu care Elena Perticari Davila aduna copiii din sat in salonul mare, in jurul Bradului de
Criciun, zgomotul trisurilor care purtau regi si boieri de prim rang pe aleile albe, pietruite, ale parcului, toate acestea nu mai sunt!
Acum parcul este parci prea bitran, iazul este tulbure si nici o barci nu mai vine la pontonul dispiarut demult, aleile nu mai sunt albe,
iar ,castelele”, niste umbre, sunt mute!

Passing along the road one can see, looking beyond a cluster of old trees, the “Large Castle” and the
“Small Castle” as locals usually refer to the two impressing buildings. About a century ago, the “Large Castle”
was welcoming King Ferdinand® and Queen Mary.? It was here where Carol II® learned arms handling.
In the silence of its library Alexandru Davila* wrote the poem “Vlaicu Vodi” and Liviu Rebreanu® thought
out the novel “Riscoala”. Nicolae Torga® and his wife used to spend here their summer holidays. There were
members of many famous families who lived here across the years, such as Davila, Cantacuzino, and Sutu.

*'The present contribution is based on the paper Conacele din Izvoru de Sus, jud. Arges: destinul incert al unei clidiri, pierderea unor
amintiri given at the Symposium, 2010 (ARA 11).
** Bogdan Stanciu: “Spiru Haret” University, Department of Architecture.

Ferdinand I (24 August 1865, Sigmaringen, Germany - 20 July 1927, Sinaia, Romania). Prince of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen. The

second King of Romania (from 10 October 1914 until death).

2 Maria, Queen consort of King Ferdinand I (29 October 1875, Eastwell Park, Kent, England - 18 July 1938, Sinaia, Romania).
Princess of Edinburg and Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.

3 Carol II (15 October 1893 - 4 April 1953), Prince of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen. King of Romania (8 June 1930 - 6 September

1940). Carol 11 is the eldest son of King Ferdinand of Romania and his wife, Queen Maria.

Alexandru Davila (12 February 1862 - 19 October 1929). Romanian playwright and theatre manager, the son of Carol Davila, a

distinguished military physician. Head of the National Theatre of Bucharest (1905 - 1908 and 1912 - 1914).

5 Liviu Rebreanu (27 November 1885, Tarlisua, Bistrita-Nisiud county - 1 September 1944, Valea Mare, Arges county). Romanian

novelist, playwright and member of the Romanian Academy.

Nicolae Iorga (17 January 1871, Botosani - 27 November 1940, Strejnic, Prahova county). Romanian historian, literary critic,

memorialist, playwright, poet, encyclopaedist, minister, parliamentarian, prime minister, university professor and member of the

Romanian Academy.
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