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Abstract: Many times History was used to legitimate the Power, speaking about the past means speaking about the present. 

Th e past was re-constructed and reinterpreted as to support the policy and the propaganda of the rulers, also by building offi  cial 
monuments. But sometimes the monuments were used by the subsequent political regimes to legitimate themselves. 

Th e triumphal monument Tropaeum Traiani was erected in 109 to celebrate the victory of the Romans against the local 
inhabitants. In the vicinity was founded the roman town with the same name. First excavations were made by Grigore Tocilescu 
beginning with 1882, shortly after Romania wins the state independence. During a period when the national states appear this 
monument became an important support for the origins of the Romanians. Th e idea to reconstruct it on a central square from 
Bucharest seems natural. Th e original pieces were brought to Bucharest but the monument was never reconstructed. Till the 60’s they 
were exposed in diff erent places in the city (museum and park) and then were brought back to Adamclisi. 

During the communist regime the idea of the reconstruction of the monument was again brought to life in connection 
with the celebration of a century since the wining of the state independence. In May 1977 Nicolae Ceauşescu featured the opening 
ceremony of the recently restored monument. Th e main newspapers on the fi rst pages presented the event as the fi nal moment of a 
so-called “working visit” in Constanţa county. Th e press presents almost the same photos and commentaries, refl ecting the offi  cial 
propaganda, even “Pontica” the publication of the Archaeological and Historical Museum in Constanţa, published three articles 
concerning the restoration of the monument and also the future development of the village into a “model village” (rather a “communist” 
town, with blocks, factories nearby and a modern agriculture). According to the propaganda Tropaeum Traiani was “a true chronicle 
engraved in stone, telling of the bloody confrontations of the 101-106 A.D. period”. Th e manifestation from Adamclisi is specifi c for 
the communist propaganda and manipulation: a historical event is turned into an occasion to demonstrate the unity of the nation all 
around the Party and to express love for the unique leader of the Party and Country. Th e propaganda was based on a very complex 
system of rituals which were supposed to be more powerful then the religion, forbidden in the communist countries. In 1992 the local 
authorities organized a new anniversary – 1890 years from the Romans’ victory against the Dacians. Th e ritual is the same like before 
and for the people participating it is not so diffi  cult to remember the past, in their mind the clichés are still alive. But this time a group 
of orthodox priests participate at the celebration. Th is was a double abuse!

In 2007 during the electoral campaign for a referendum for the president Traian Băsescu the posters in the village puts the 
accent on the name of the president (the same with the Roman Emperor) and on the fact that he has to come back to make History! 
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Rezumat: Trecutul, istoria în general au fost şi sunt de multe ori folosite ca instrumente de propagandă, de către diverse 

regimuri politice. Desigur că monumentele ofi ciale datorate timpului în care au fost ridicate au fost concepute să reprezinte instrumente 
de propagandă ale puterii contemporane momentului. Mai departe însă, nu puţine sunt situaţiile în care acestea au fost şi sunt folosite 
de regimuri politice ulterioare, uneori peste secole şi milenii, pentru propria legitimare teritorială şi politică. Monumentul triumfal de 
la Tropaeum Traiani (Adamclisi, jud. Constanţa) reprezintă un astfel de exemplu. Ridicat de romani în anul 109 a fost ulterior folosit în 
discursul propagandistic naţionalist, naţionalist comunist și chiar după 1989 în manifestări comemorative organizate de reprezentaţii 
puterii afl aţi la guvernare.

Discursul despre istorie s-a pronunţat și se pronunţă deseori ca un discurs legat de prezent. Dealtfel, 
istoria a fost folosită nu o dată ca instrument de putere. În acest spirit, oamenii merg înainte privind îndărăt 
spre modelele pe care le pot invoca sau chiar inventa și care ţin de un trecut pe care și-l revendică. Unii, sau 
grupări întregi, ajung chiar să creadă că cine stăpânește trecutul are șanse mai mari să stăpânească prezentul și, 
de ce nu, viitorul. Drept pentru care, trecutul însuși a ajuns și ajunge de multe ori să fi e modelat potrivit unor 
asemenea doleanţe. Cu alte cuvinte, trecutul, istoria în general sau unele segmente ale ei au fost și sunt de multe 
ori folosite ca instrumente de propagandă, de către diverse regimuri politice. Desigur că monumentele ofi ciale 
datorate timpului în care au fost ridicate au fost concepute să reprezinte instrumente de propagandă ale puterii 
contemporane momentului. Mai departe însă, nu puţine sunt situaţiile în care acestea au fost și sunt folosite 
de regimuri politice ulterioare, uneori peste secole și milenii, pentru propria legitimare teritorială și politică. 
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